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•Natural Areas Programme of English Nature in the mid 90s

•National Parks Review Panel proposal from 1991, and Wild 
by Design in the National Parks of England and Wales, 1997 

•Vital uplands, a 2060 vision for England’s upland 
environment

The lost opportunities

Publicly owned land in National Parks could have 
played a significant role through the public’s will 
and ability to forgo commercial exploitation, in 
realising these opportunities



Natural Areas Programme

….not just in legitimising objectives which 
ecologists and conservationists have decided”

“...a mechanism whereby people may be involved



1997

Natural Areas Programme

“Restore natural woodland sequences from valley floor to 
the limit of tree cover in some locations”

Has it happened?



The Edwards Report and Wild by Design

Government endorses Recommendation 
6.3 of the Edwards Report, 1991, to set up 
experimental schemes in National Parks 

where farming is withdrawn Council for NPs sets a challenge 
in Wild by Design, 1997



“…views of local people are fully considered”

Government puts duty on National Parks to consult



PDNP responds to Edwards report and Wild by Design in 2000

Has it happened?

Blacka Moor was not grazed from 1933 to 2007, except 
for 2 years in the early 1980s



Ditching the Vital Uplands Vision – work of 100s trashed

Farming given a veto over Vision



Blacka Moor – a chronology of local people being ignored
1933
- Blacka Moor was gifted to the City Council by the Graves Trust:
"be allowed to remain in its present natural state, with such pathways to be provided in accord with the character of the Estate as 
will make the moor accessible to all who desire to visit it for health-giving exercise and pleasure"
(Sheffield Daily Telegraph February 28 1933)
1996

– Blacka Moor included in the Peak District Moors (South Pennine Moors Phase 1) Special Protection Area
1999
- Blacka Moor designated a Unit of the Eastern Peak District Moors SSSI in spite of local representations that it cut across the
covenant for public recreation
2000

- Countryside Stewardship Scheme agreement, 1 October
2001 

- Sheffield Wildlife Trust given licence to manage Blacka Moor, April
2003
- Sheffield Wildlife Trust receive Single Farm Payment for the moorland of Blacka Moor
2005
– Sheffield City Council seeks to change the Graves Trust so that Blacka Moor can be leased to Sheffield Wildlife Trust, March

- Petition with 761 signatures against cattle grazing on Blacka Moor, 5 October
2006
– Public consultation on Blacka Moor by Icarus starts, 15 March
– Blacka Moor leased to Sheffield Wildlife Trust for 30 years, June
- Last public consultation meeting on Blacka Moor by Icarus,  9 October
– Icarus  recommendations from consultation process, 11 November
2007
–The Star, Sheffield, reports that HIGHLAND cattle will be introduced to Blacka Moor, 9 February 

– Sheffield Wildlife Trust letter to Reserve Advisory Group: recommendations agreed from the public 
consultation would be ignored, 12th February
2012 

– Blacka Moor included in the Dark Peak Nature Improvement Area from 1 April

2013 – Higher Level Stewardship agreement on Blacka Moor for £184,321 to Sheffield Wildlife Trust, 1 March



The NEO-LIBERALISATION of nature conservation
Is Blacka Moor owned by Sheffield Wildlife Trust?
Are the Eastern Moors owned by RSPB/National Trust?

PDNP Management Plan 2006-2011

Publicly-owned Sheffield Moors are next!



Who is not here?
Who owns many 1,000s of hectares 
of land on OUR behalf?

Who continues to shrug off 
responsibility for publicly owned land?

The lost opportunities


