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The challenge of wild
nature conserving itself
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REVISITING Edwards Report 1991 & Wild by Design 1997

6.3 A number of experimental schemes on a limited
scale should be set up in the national parks, where

N hs Ko "

rming is withdrawn entirely

succession of vegetation is allowed to take its course.

and the natural

Government endorses
Recommendation 6.3 of the Edwards
Report, 1991, to set up experimental
schemes in National Parks where
farming is withdrawn, allowing growth
and development of natural vegetation

FIT FOR THE FUTURE

A statement by the Government on
policies for the National Parks

Department of the Environment

5.6  Whilst the Government believes the future of the National Parks is closely tied to

January 1992

the future of farming, some of the wilder or more remote areas of the Parks may offer
unities for experimenting with the voluntary withdrawal of farming operations a

opment of natural vegetation. The National Park authorities

wing the growth and devel
are well placed 1o consider the scope—forand—ocation—of such—areas

and, 1n conjunction

with the countryside agencies, could set up some experimental schemes the results of which

might be of value to a wider audience.

Promoting areas where ecological
processes can be paramount

€ real challenge is to have_the
courage and commitment to leave
minimal intervention areas on a much
larger scale (landscapes of thousands of
ectares) and over much longer time
perieds (hundreds of years).

Council for National Parks sets a
long term challenge in Wild by
Design, 1997
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Timescale of self-replicating natural systems

Timescale in reaching@us, self-replicatin

population of reinstated species depends on developmental

HELLIS

age at which reproduction c
perpetuation ana

wildwood structure

For trees, spontaneous
nay take 100y or more

WOLF

- reaches sexual maturity within two
years

- gestation period is ~ 63 days

- average litter sizeis5 or 6

- live for up to 17 years

OAK TREE

- produces acorns at 40-60 years old

- optimum seed bearing 80-120+ years

- periodic acorn production from none to
over 50,000 per year

- expected life span 350 - 700 years
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Spatial distribution of areas of

higher woodland cover in Britain
(deciduous woodland)
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Rebuilding Networks of Forest Habitats in Lowland
England

G. F. PETERKEN

ABSTRACT  Furest Iafifats in Englumf fwre remaimof fragmemtn for conturies, amd this
hes isofatod popwlations of noodhimd srecies, Nony, houvevr, there sy de opportaities
o Incraase woadlamds aad restore e conmechions betmeer labihets and popudations. An
ernloginnd Iasis & poooidad for roomstrincting @ forest fabitat setsork,

Koy Woups: England, forest, habitat network, landscape
Rebullding Netwoorks of Foeest Halutats 295

Ecological isolation of new woodland:
Amount of edge habitat:

Interior habitat:
Deeper interior habitat:

20 40 &0 an 100
Weodland as a proponinn ol the lassespe (percentiage|

Lt 50 S D g
4 15 0 " 40 i
1 g e
[N b -




Return of natural vegetation
What drives ecological restoration..............

- public or beneficial ownership (or control)

- removal of non-native grazing animals

- recruitment of woody species and the reinstatement of the structural
complexity of vegetation

- reinstatement of natural processes such as nutrient cycling,
decomposition, trophic cascades etc

wennnnnnssdNd What holds it back?

- grazing by domestic livestock

- dependency on agri-environment schemes (HLS, Countryside Stewardship):
characterised by managerialism and short-termism — lack PERMANCY

- inflexibility within current designation system (SSSl): based on broad habitats and
Common Standards Monitoring

ck of strict protection category (no@m protected area designation

What about reinstatement of animal kingdom?




SMALLSCALE - Vegetation renewal and hydrological improvements - examples
of livestock exclusion in the uplands of Cumbria

Livestock exclusions monitored by applications to the Planning Inspectorate to enfence areas in upland commons

Improving native diversity and hydrology, mitigating downstream

erosion and flooding Brackenthwaite Fell, Cumbria
Caldbeck Common (Burblethwaite, Charlton Gill, Roughton Gill), Cumbria - January 2008 =

Saddleback Common, Cumbria - July 2008 | Pl

Hartley Fell, Cumbria — March 2010 Application Decision

by e S

Bampton Common, Cumbria - February 2011
Brackenthwaite Fell, Cumbria March 2011
Langstrath & Coombe Fells, Cumbria June 2012

Protect woodland regeneration or planting +National Trust owned common haavily grazed by shecp 2 X
Milburn & Blencarn Commons, Cumbria — June 2005 :ﬁ‘::" peX ':";':;,’m:r“ Fiein “:o""”' SR Eotedely uc
Baugh Fell Common, Sedbergh, Cumbria — June 2006 Lake resulting #n high levels of photphatas
Whernside Great Allotment, Cumbria — November 2007 ssedimnnt ik map idemtified highest sedimant supply
Mungrisdale Common, Cumbria - July 2008 thak rating for s“""’ . . -
q srestoration of mire vegetation on the upper slopn
Bowscale Common, Cumbria - July 2008 waodland taganueation on th lower siopas would hedy
Blencarn Fell Common and Kirkland Fell Common, Cumbria — September 2011 10 roduCe Watnr nan-off

Skirwith Fell, Cumbria - September 2011 *woodnd .ustoraliou would Increase diversity and
Glenridding Common, Cumbria — November 2011 prowide halitat for Dimeding bieds, marfin and ring ouzel

*shoop excluded by fencing off 29ha

Overgrazing +4,000 troes - aspen, willow and sider - planted in
Whelpside, Cumbria - August 2011 drifts along two miles of the Back
Armboth Fell, Cumbria - August 2011 Wretvwia g o et Sousstivag e bovd
Blencarn Fell Common and Kirkland Fell Common, Cumbria — September 2011
Langstrath and Coombe Fells, Cumbria Glenridding Common, Cumbria
&} : [

Application Decision A Geclogicsi 3331 Application Decision
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«Commeon owned by Natlonal Trust otwo aratiets with rieg) rights on ¢ owned
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*seven grazing rights holders reg over the Ponced sree by Lake District Nations! Park
*HLS reguires creation of areas of spane woadland to cane of the largest areas of juriper I the Lake District, -
enhance biodivenity . daminsted by bushes suffering dlebiack from old sge
elencing & ta ontiade shaup from 74ha s0 That new woadland ojuniper coullt be fest trom tha comman as very few
s protected young vigocous bushas - ragenesation often grased off
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Area 1 - 13ha fonced off to exciude shoop 30 that
juniper seadiing: survive. Juniper also be planted
with varying density

Area 2 - fenced off and planted with juniper and
native woodiend, extending # habltat cordidor snd

improving canesctivity of woodiants

sprevention of quick run off, reducing flooding
further downstresm
screation of habitet for birds

Ares 1 = juniper bashes suffering sge-
Blea Rock wat Souece Walt ang Bk Well i bastgrownd related dishack across the stand




LARGESCALE -Hardknott Forest and Duddon Valley woodland

FOREST HABITAT NETWORKS
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Hardknott Forest 600 ha Forestry Commission conifer
plantation in the upper Duddon valley

- planted in the 1930s and 1940s - now reaching end of
rotation (maturity)
- aim is toﬁ@uml and recre@
through gradual restoration into native oak and birch
woodland with open crags and boggy areas

- opportunity to create largest \
semi-natural woodland in Lake District Hardknott Forest
through natural regeneration

- being linked in to existing a series of
ancient oak woodlands that snake
down the valley all the way to coast!

Landscape Research, Vol. 25, No. 3, 291-303, 2000
Rebuilding Networks of Forest Habitats
in Lowland England

G. F. PETERKEN




Cutting Sitka spruce amongst birch regeneration Cutting Sitka spruce regeneration Planting juniper

Work parties in dormant season clear regenerating Sitka spruce, plant juniper, remove

redundant fences (Uni. ofLeeds; Park Lane College, Leeds; Leeds City College; Scottish Agricultural College; Scottish Rural University College)

- area clear felled 1998
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Forest Ecology and Management ok bk

. 41 AN,

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/foreco

Regeneration of native broadleaved species on clearfelled conifer
plantations in upland Britain

B.D. Spracklen®, J.V. Lane ™!, D.V. Spracklen ", N. Williams ¢, W.E. Kunin"

Clearfelling upland conifer plantation sites where
local native seed sources exist has the potential to
be effective method of establishing native
woodland through natural regeneration



Grassguards Native Woodland - a linking woodland
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Upland Oakwood planted by Forestry Commission in
2005 to link Hardknott Forest and Duddon Valley
ancient woodland

- oak, rowan, birch, holly and juniper planted in five
groups across landscape

- scattered holly, juniper and rowan in upper crags

- area enclosed by fencing to keep out deer and sheep
from the fell during woodland establishment
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ECOS 35(3/4) 2014

Making real space for nature:
a continuum approach to
UK conservation

Traditional conservation concerns over wildlife loss, cherished habitats and landscape
heritage are holding back more adventurous thinking on rewilding, species reintroductions
and landscape-scale natural processes. A bolder vision for the UK countryside, with a
range of ambitions for wildlife and landscape conservation could alfow nature to flourish
to its full potential.

STEVE CARVER

ECOS 37(2) 2016

Rewilding... conservation
and conflict

Those with an eye to the ecological potential of the UK will probably like rewilding. Those
rooted in targets and condition statements or those with purist views of cultural
landscapes may find rewilding awkward. This article discusses the themes and barriers
to rewilding thrown up by current conservation practice and in doing so, hopefully
identifies some solutions and ises across different conservation mindsets."

STEVE CARVER

ECOS 37(3/4) 2016

The challenge of wild
nature conserving itself

The last edition of ECOS had a lot to say about rewilding in its many guises, a spectrum
of less wild and more wild. This article looks at how nature conservation is currently
seen, and rewilding in particular, as a way towards outlining the wildest end of this
continuum. Without this most wild part of the overall picture, humans will never face
or even relish the challenges of wild nature while learning as a species to live with it,
within it.

MARK FISHER & ALISON PARFITT
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